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The State of Nevada requires all students to pass the Nevada State Proficiency Examinations (NSPE) in Math, Reading, and Writing for graduations.  Over the past six years, each of these tests has increasing requirements, making more difficult to pass.  Students are given their first opportunity to pass these tests as a sophomore with multiple opportunities during their junior and senior year.

McDermitt Combined School implement the NetSchools Orion One to One Computer solution in December 2001 in grade six through twelve with all students and teachers having their own laptop computer and access to the Orion web site.

The Mathematic test is a comprehensive test of the Nevada State Mathematic Standards with a score system of 0 to 375.  Student must score above a 304 to pass this test.  In review of last year’s sophomore’s NSPE test in Math, the class average was 216.5.  As juniors, the class average was 288.3, a net gain of 71.8 points.  Most impressive is the fact that the state expects to see individual gains ranging from 30 to 50 points and school wide gains of 15 to 30 points.

Students who passed the test during the April 2003 testing cycle had a group average of 234 as sophomores and a passing average of 325.  Students who did not pass had an average score of 200 as sophomore and a non-passing average score of 256.

If a student fails any portion of the NSPE, state law requires a school to provide remediation in the subject area the student failed.  The students in the passing group and those students who made the largest gain were involved in a math proficiency class and an upper division math course this year.        

